
 

 
 

 
Monday, 23 March 2020 

Issue 1.0 

Dear members 
 
The Victorian Premier, Daniel Andrews this morning announced Step 1 measures to be imposed in 
Victoria at 12.00 midday today, to contain the Coronavirus. The Premier's announcement focused on 
limiting peoples attendance at social venues, including; 

• Pubs, registered and licenced clubs (excluding bottle shops attached to these venues), hotels 
(excluding accommodation) 

• Gyms and indoor sporting venues 
• Cinemas, entertainment venues, casinos, and night clubs 
• Restaurants and cafes will be restricted to takeaway and/or home delivery 
• Religious gatherings, places of worship, weddings or funerals (in enclosed spaces and other than 

very small groups and where the 1 person per 4 square metre rule applies). 

There are no fixed timelines attached to these restrictions being lifted. Unless VACC members fall into one 
of the above categories they should continue with the running of their businesses but with all care taken to 
maximise social distancing. Where staff can work from home employers should consider if this is an option 
for them. 
 
 
Jobs Packages for small and medium businesses – including apprenticeship support 
Attached is a Australian Government Fact Sheet – Economic Response to the Coronavirus - incentives 
to employers covering two areas: 

1. Small to Medium Businesses with an annual turnover under $50,000,000 can receive up to 
$100,000 – Via ATO and business activity statements – will receive credits or 
refund.  https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/businesses 

2. Small Businesses (<20 staff) who have apprentices started before 1 March 2020 can receive up to 
$21,000 - Contact your Apprenticeship Network Provider 

 
The Victorian State Government have setup an Economic Survival and Jobs Package for small to 
medium businesses impacted by COVIDE-19. To register your interest in receiving more details provide 
your contact information here:  

https://www.business.vic.gov.au/support-for-your-business/grants-and-assistance/economic-survival-and-
jobs-package 

 

ATO Advice – Cash Payment Boost 
As part of the stimulus package announced by the Federal Government earlier this month, a Cash 
Payment Boost was listed as a stimulus measure. 
 
The incentive is an addition to the enhancement to the instant asset write off. 
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Please find attached information compiled by Shinewing Advisers and Accountants on accessing the Cash 
Payment Boost, which includes: 

• Eligibility 
• Timing 
• ATO administration relief 

 
 
Immediate expansion of the Instant Asset Write-off for eligible business asset purchases: 
information for motor dealers 

Members will be aware that the government announced an expansion to the Instant Asset Write-off for 
eligible business asset purchases, along with Accelerated Depreciation Deductions and Boosting Cash 
Flow for Employers.  Service provider Fordham has provided the following Factsheet to help members 
better understand how to these measures work. 
 
In addition, they have provided the following table to assist with understanding: 
 
 
 

What is Aggregated Turnover? 

To clarify this concept – “Aggregated Turnover” is generally your annual turnover, plus the annual 
turnover of any business: 

• Connected with you; or 
• That is your affiliate. 

If your business is in a company or trust, your aggregated turnover includes your annual turnover, plus the 
annual turnover of all the entities that are connected or affiliated with your company/trust.  These 
connected or affiliated companies may be based in Australia or overseas. 
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https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMDgzLWQwZDExZDhlNDEyYTQ2M2U4NjRlNDQ1YTdiOThjMTgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC1kZjM1Mzc3ODMwYjA0OTIwYmE4MTkyMTU1ZWM4NjU3OA%3AZmFsc2U%3ANA%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2ZpbGVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vdmFjY2NvbWF1LWFobXVhL2ZpbGVzL2F1c3RyYWxpYW5nb3Zlcm5tZW50JWUyJTgwJTk5c2Vjb25vbWljcmVzcG9uc2V0b3RoZWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uZm9ybW90b3JkZWFsZXJzLnBkZj8xNTg0OTM0NDI3MDc4Jl9jbGRlZT1aSFJvWlc5amFHRnliM1Z6UUhaaFkyTXVZMjl0TG1GMSZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTVkYjhkMWM4YjFhZGU0MTE5ZDliOWNiNjU0OWJlZjE4LWRmMzUzNzc4MzBiMDQ5MjBiYTgxOTIxNTVlYzg2NTc4JmVzaWQ9ZjUxZGRmMGQtYTY2Yy1lYTExLWE4MTEtMDAwZDNhNzk3MjY4&K=EuO16jQlgEbVj-CW7i77GQ


 

An entity is Connected with you if: 

• You control or are controlled by that entity; or 

• Both you and that entity are controlled by the same third entity. 

Importantly, the ATO specifically note that Employers will still need to meet their ongoing super 
guarantee obligations for their employees. 
 
It is important to highlight that these administrative measures being implemented by the ATO are not 
automatic (like for example the Bushfire Relief Measures were).  Any business owner wanting to obtain 
assistance is required to contact the ATO on 1800 806 218, to discuss their situation.  Given the highly 
fluid nature of current events, we are still seeking clarification on the ATO’s criteria to define a business as 
being impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
 
Useful information regarding access to credit from Australian Banks 

The Australian Government has announced a package that they will support the Australian small business 
sector as a result of the crisis COVID-19. 
 
Part of the government’s stimulus package, it has been announced that Australian businesses with less 
than $50m turnover may be to access an unsecured loan of up to $250k. 
 
The criteria or features surrounding those loans will see:  

• no repayments for six months; 
• no establishment or account fees; 
• no interest will be payable unless the loan is used. 

As an example, the Commonwealth Bank has advised that these loans will be available from today. Take 
this link to read more on how these loans may be able to assistance your business.  Other banks such as 
HSBC are also offering advice on the suite of offerings announced by the Federal Government. 
 
VACC members are urged to take advice from their financial and taxations professional service providers 
as to what financial strategy you should employ. 
 
 

VACC lobbying for automotive supply chain to be considered an ‘essential service’ 
 
Members are understandably seeking clarity regarding the definition of ‘essential services’ and what that 
may mean for their business. 
 
There will likely be further announcements regarding this definition and VACC, Motor Trades Association 
of Australia (MTAA) and the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI) in Canberra have 
been lobbying hard on behalf of businesses to have the repair and maintenance of the nation’s vehicle 
fleet considered essential. 
 
VACC CEO, Mr. Geoff Gwilym sent the following this morning to the Premier: 
 
Dear Premier 
 
VACC urges the Victorian Government to consider the full automotive supply chain in its definitions of 
‘essential services’ for the purposes of the Coronavirus outbreak. Whilst the movement of essential goods 
is critical to the health and wellbeing of Victorians so is the repair and maintenance of its important vehicle 
fleet. Cars, motorcycles, trucks and tractors all play a critical role in helping government reach their 
objectives in ridding Australia of this virus. The automotive industry stands by the government to get its 
work done, we need your help in ensuring our skilled workforce gets access the vehicles that need service 
and repair. 
 
See also attached the Media Release issued today "Auto businesses remain open, diligent" 
 
We will continue to keep members updated. 
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https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=NDE1NzgzMjY%3AMDItYjIwMDgzLWQwZDExZDhlNDEyYTQ2M2U4NjRlNDQ1YTdiOThjMTgy%3AZHRoZW9jaGFyb3VzQHZhY2MuY29tLmF1%3AY29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC1kZjM1Mzc3ODMwYjA0OTIwYmE4MTkyMTU1ZWM4NjU3OA%3AZmFsc2U%3ANw%3A%3AaHR0cDovL2ZpbGVzLmNsaWNrZGltZW5zaW9ucy5jb20vdmFjY2NvbWF1LWFobXVhL2ZpbGVzL2F1dG9idXNpbmVzc2VzcmVtYWlub3BlbixkaWxpZ2VudC5wZGY_MTU4NDk0MjcyOTAwNCZfY2xkZWU9WkhSb1pXOWphR0Z5YjNWelFIWmhZMk11WTI5dExtRjEmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC01ZGI4ZDFjOGIxYWRlNDExOWQ5YjljYjY1NDliZWYxOC1kZjM1Mzc3ODMwYjA0OTIwYmE4MTkyMTU1ZWM4NjU3OCZlc2lkPWY1MWRkZjBkLWE2NmMtZWExMS1hODExLTAwMGQzYTc5NzI2OA&K=SXhiffUCBr9s78eAUK2gyg


 

Useful Links 
 
The following links are provided for members: 
 
Government websites: 
 
Department of Human and Health Services 
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Australian Taxation Office 
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/New-legislation/The-Australian-Government-s-Economic-Response-to-
Coronavirus/ 
 
Treasury 
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus 
 
BusinessGov 
https://www.business.gov.au/ 

Victorian State Government 
https://www.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Worksafe Victoria 
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Professional Service Providers 
 
Should members want to consult with professional service providers VACC will be able to assist with 
recommended providers.  Please contact your Industry Policy Advisor for assistance. 
 
 
COVID-19 Employer Guide 
 
You may be aware that we have reformatted the March 2020 COVID-19 Employer Guide that was sent out 
in a VACC Bulletin link on 17 March.  There was a text overlay on page 7 that we have fixed. The updated 
booklet is available on the original Bulletin, however we have also attached it as a PDF for your 
convenience. 
 
 
 
Geoff Gwilym 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
Disclaimer:  The information gathered has been drawn from a number of sources and VACC strongly recommends 
that members revert to the primary source of information for any clarification.  
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